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whether it is needed, in accordance 
with the requirements of §§ 456.232 
through 456.238. 

§ 456.232 Evaluation criteria for con-
tinued stay. 

The UR plan must provide that— 
(a) The committee develops written 

medical care criteria to assess the need 
for continued stay. 

(b) The committee develops more ex-
tensive written criteria for cases that 
its experience shows are— 

(1) Associated with high costs; 
(2) Associated with the frequent fur-

nishing of excessive services; or 
(3) Attended by physicians whose pat-

terns of care are frequently found to be 
questionable. 

§ 456.233 Initial continued stay review 
date. 

The UR plan must provide that— 
(a) When a beneficiary is admitted to 

the mental hospital under admission 
review requirements of this subpart, 
the committee assigns a specified date 
by which the need for his continued 
stay will be reviewed; 

(b) If an individual applies for Med-
icaid while in the mental hospital, the 
committee assigns the initial contin-
ued stay review date within 1 working 
day after the mental hospital is noti-
fied of the application for Medicaid; 

(c) The committee bases its assign-
ment of the initial continued stay re-
view date on— 

(1) The methods and criteria required 
to be described under § 456.235(a); 

(2) The individual’s condition; and 
(3) The individual’s projected dis-

charge date; 
(d)(1) The committee uses any avail-

able appropriate regional medical care 
appraisal norms, such as those devel-
oped by abstracting services or third 
party payors, to assign the initial con-
tinued stay review date; 

(2) These norms are based on current 
and statistically valid data on duration 
of stay in mental hospitals for patients 
whose characteristics, such as age and 
diagnosis, are similar to those of the 
individual whose need for continued 
stay is being reviewed; 

(3) If the committee uses norms to 
assign the initial continued stay re-
view date, the number of days between 

the individual’s admission and the ini-
tial continued stay review date is no 
greater than the number of days re-
flected in the 50th percentile of the 
norms. However, the committee may 
assign a later review date if it docu-
ments that the later date is more ap-
propriate; 

(e) The initial continued stay review 
date is not in any case later than 30 
days after admission of the individual 
or notice to the mental hospital of his 
application for Medicaid; and 

(f) The committee insures that the 
initial continued stay review date is re-
corded in the individual’s record. 

§ 456.234 Subsequent continued stay 
review dates. 

The UR plan must provide that— 
(a) The committee assigns subse-

quent continued stay review dates in 
accordance with §§ 456.235(a) and 456.233; 

(b) The committee assigns a subse-
quent continued stay review date at 
least every 90 days each time it decides 
under § 456.236 that the continued stay 
is needed; and 

(c) The committee insures that each 
continued stay review date it assigns is 
recorded in the beneficiary’s record. 

§ 456.235 Description of methods and 
criteria: Continued stay review 
dates; length of stay modification. 

The UR plan must describe— 
(a) The methods and criteria, includ-

ing norms if used, that the committee 
uses to assign initial and subsequent 
continued stay review dates under 
§§ 456.233 and 456.234 of this subpart; and 

(b) The methods that the committee 
uses to modify an approved length of 
stay when the beneficiary’s condition 
or treatment schedule changes. 

§ 456.236 Continued stay review proc-
ess. 

The UR plan must provide that— 
(a) Review of continued stay cases is 

conducted by— 
(1) The UR committee; 
(2) A subgroup of the UR committee; 

or 
(3) A designee of the UR committee; 
(b) The committee, subgroup or des-

ignee reviews a beneficiary’s continued 
stay on or before the expiration of each 
assigned continued stay review date; 
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